Means without ends: justifying supportive home care for frail older people in Canada, 1990-2010.
The challenges associated with ageing populations are very much on the policy and research agenda of many nations, with significant discussions focused on establishing appropriate, acceptable parameters of home care for those who are older and frail. This paper develops an analysis of changing justifications of home care in Canada (1990-2010) through examination of governmental and non-governmental home care policy documents and position papers, as well as observations from recent fieldwork in home care. Boltanski and Thévenot's sociology of justification provides a framework for analysis of these situations where competing and irreducible pluralities of goods complicate discussions of the 'right' way to proceed.